Carl Nathe: Thanks, Keith

Dr. James Quintessenza: You really help folks and children, now I’m getting cards where their graduating college and having kids on their own. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Carl Nathe: Dr. James Quintessenza, chief of pediatric cardiothoracic surgery at UK HealthCare, talking about his 26-year career as one of the leading cardiothoracic surgeons in the U.S. And here’s Leslie County native, Dr. Scottie Day, interim chair of the UK Department of Pediatrics and Physician in Chief at Kentucky Children’s Hospital. Talking about an important and exciting partnership with the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. 

Dr. Scottie Day: Our vision was to bring together a one-program two sides model, so that people can have the care that they need right here at home. 

Dr. James Quintessenza: Put the patient at the center of the decision making and do what they need at the very highest level that it can be done. Utilizing the resources of both top and ranked children’s hospitals in Cincinnati. As well as the medical complex, here in Lexington. 

Carl Nathe: pediatric patients now can have open heart surgeries, heart catheterization, and electro-physiology procedures performed here in Lexington. 

Dr. James Quintessenza: So, if a child is born with a hole in their heart or an unusual arrangement of the chambers, lack of one side of the heart is not developed. A variety of things that we call congenial, when you are born with it as opposed to acquired heart disease.

Dr. Scottie Day: In our mission, and our strategic plan is that we will be the children’s hospital for the state of Kentucky. To serve the commonwealth with the absolute best family center care. 

Carl Nathe: Dr. Quintessenza, who recently joined UK Health Care from all children hospitals Johns Hopkins in Florida, said the UK and Cincinnati partnership is all about teamwork. 

Dr. James Quintessenza: As a surgeon, cardiologist, an intensive care doctor, nurse specialists, nurse practitioner, there’s a whole orchestra that’s really involved.

Carl Nathe: other leading clinical care specialists are taking note and coming on board. 

Dr. James Quintessenza I invite them to come visit, and a lot of them end up staying. 

Dr. Scottie Day: Every single component that comes together to make a high- quality program, we have that now. And now we’re just developing it into something even larger and greater for the state. It’s not just about the surgery, it’s about the whole program, and the whole care of the child and the whole family. When you look across the country, in my mind this is the model for the nation, having these partnerships, it’s not about one hospital, it’s about what’s best for the child every single time.

Carl Nathe: we invite you to visit uky.edu, where you can find our UKNow News page, as well as how to engage with us via social media on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. Seeing blue, I am Carl Nathe with UK at the Half. 


 


